
Wit & Wisdom® ELA Curriculum Overview 

Building Knowledge, Literacy, and Character Across Grades K–8 

At St. Joseph School, English Language Arts instruction is powered by Wit & Wisdom® (by Great Minds®). Rather than teaching reading skills in isolation 

through repetitive basals, Wit & Wisdom builds rich background knowledge in history, science, literature, and fine art using authentic, high-quality books. 

Core Pillars: 1) Knowledge-Rich Topics • 2) Complex, Award-Winning Texts • 3) Integrated Reading, Writing, & Vocabulary • 4) Fine Art & Inquiry-Based 

Discussion. 

Primary Grades (Kindergarten – Grade 2)

 

Grade Module Topics Core Knowledge & Literary Focus 

  

Kindergarten 
• Mod 1: Five Senses 

• Mod 2: Once Upon a Time 

• Mod 3: America, Then & 

Now 

• Mod 4: The Continents 

Students discover how sensory details deepen understanding, explore classic stories and fairy tales, analyze changes in 

American life over time, and take a global journey to learn about the world's seven continents. 

Grade 1 
• Mod 1: A World of Books 

• Mod 2: Creature Features 

• Mod 3: Powerful Forces 

• Mod 4: Cinderella Stories 

Students explore the joy and power of reading globally, examine unique animal adaptations and features, study natural 

phenomena and wind/storms, and compare Cinderella variants across diverse cultures. 

Grade 2 
• Mod 1: A Season of 

Change 

• Mod 2: The American West 

• Mod 3: Civil Rights Heroes 

• Mod 4: Good Neighbors 

Students analyze seasonal transitions in nature and literature, explore pioneers and Native American perspectives during 

Westward expansion, examine bravery through civil rights leaders, and learn what makes strong communities. 

 

Intermediate Grades (Grade 3 – Grade 5)

 

Grade Module Topics Core Knowledge & Literary Focus 

  

Grade 3 
• Mod 1: Overcoming 

Obstacles 

• Mod 2: Outer Space 

• Mod 3: Artists in Motion 

• Mod 4: Artists & Culture 

Students study resilience and human grit, delve into astronomy and space exploration, analyze how visual artists and 

performers communicate emotion, and examine how art reflects cultural identity. 

Grade 4 
• Mod 1: Great Heart 

• Mod 2: Extreme Settings 

• Mod 3: The Redcoats & 

Rebels 

• Mod 4: Myth Making 

Students explore both literal heart anatomy and figurative courage, study human survival in extreme environments, 

investigate diverse perspectives during the American Revolution, and analyze classical mythology. 

Grade 5 
• Mod 1: Cultures in Conflict 

• Mod 2: Word Play 

• Mod 3: A Civil War 

• Mod 4: Breaking Barriers 

Students analyze historic culture clashes (Nez Perce/US Westward Expansion), investigate wordplay and poetry, analyze 

primary sources and literature from the American Civil War, and study trailblazers who overcame adversity. 



 

Middle School Grades (Grade 6 – Grade 8) 

 

Grade Module Topics Core Knowledge & Literary Focus 

  

Grade 6 
• Mod 1: Resiliency in the 

Great Depression 

• Mod 2: A Hero's Journey 

• Mod 3: Narratives in the 

American West 

• Mod 4: Courage in Crisis 

Students analyze historical fiction and memoirs during the Dust Bowl/Depression, explore the universal archetype of the 

hero's journey, examine competing Westward frontier stories, and study human courage during historic crises. 

Grade 7 
• Mod 1: Identity in the 

Middle Ages 

• Mod 2: Americans All 

• Mod 3: Language & Power 

• Mod 4: Fever 1793 

Students study medieval societal roles, explore immigrant perspectives shaping American identity, analyze how speech 

and rhetoric influence power dynamics, and investigate historical epidemics and medical science history. 

Grade 8 
• Mod 1: The Poetics of 

Storytelling 

• Mod 2: The Great War 

• Mod 3: What Is Justice? 

• Mod 4: Teens with a 

Purpose 

Students analyze poetic craft and voice, study World War I through literature and art, evaluate philosophical and legal 

definitions of justice, and explore how young people create positive change in society. 

 

 


