
Vocabulary Workshop® Curriculum Overview 

Building Academic Vocabulary, Word Analysis, and Communication Mastery (Grades 5–8) — Sadlier 

Vocabulary development for Grades 5–8 is powered by Vocabulary Workshop® by Sadlier [cite: 1.1.2, 1.1.3]. Rather 

than relying on simple memorization, this research-based curriculum uses systematic direct instruction and 

multiple contextual exposures to expand students' oral, reading, and written lexicons [cite: 1.1.2, 1.1.5]. 

Core Instructional Pillars: 1) Contextual Learning & High-Quality Text Passages [cite: 1.1.3, 1.1.5] • 2) Direct 

Instruction & Word Relationships [cite: 1.1.2, 1.1.3] • 3) Word Study (Greek & Latin Roots, Prefixes, Suffixes) [cite: 

1.1.1, 1.1.3] • 4) Shades of Meaning & Test Readiness [cite: 1.1.1, 1.1.3, 1.1.4]. 

 

Grade-by-Grade Progression (Grades 5–8) 

 

Grade 

Level 

Program 

Level 

Core Vocabulary & Word Study Focus 

  

Grade 5 Level Blue Foundations of Academic Vocabulary: Focuses on introducing high-frequency academic 

words through reading passages [cite: 1.1.1, 1.1.5]. Students learn exact definitions, parts of 

speech, synonyms, antonyms, and basic word study strategies (prefixes, suffixes, and root 

words) [cite: 1.1.1, 1.1.3]. Introduces idioms, adages, and context clue strategies [cite: 1.1.1, 1.1.5]. 

Grade 6 Level A  Word Analysis & Textual Connections: Deepens vocabulary development through fiction 

and non-fiction text excerpts [cite: 1.1.3]. Focuses on analyzing Greek and Latin roots, 

understanding denotation and connotation, evaluating word relationships, and applying 

targeted vocabulary in text-dependent writing responses [cite: 1.1.3, 1.1.5]. 

Grade 7 Level B  Structural Analysis & Nuanced Usage: Expands academic and domain-specific vocabulary. 

Focuses on advanced word-building strategies, distinguishing subtle shades of meaning, 

identifying figurative language (similes, metaphors, proverbs) [cite: 1.1.1, 1.1.3], and mastering 

multi-meaning words across various content areas [cite: 1.1.3]. 

Grade 8 Level C  Rhetorical Mastery & High School Readiness: Master-level application of vocabulary for 

sophisticated writing, critical reading, and high school prep [cite: 1.1.4, 1.1.5]. Emphasizes 

complex Greek and Latin roots, precise word choice in argumentation, evaluating sentence 

logic (analogies and completions) [cite: 1.1.3, 1.1.5], and standardized test item formats [cite: 

1.1.4, 1.1.5]. 

 

 


