
Studies Weekly® Grade 4 Social Studies Overview 
State History, Geography, Civics, & Culture Through Interactive Periodicals 

In Grade 4, Social Studies is brought to life using Studies Weekly®. Delivered as engaging, primary-source-rich periodical magazines paired with 
an interactive digital platform, this curriculum weaves history, geography, civics, and economics into accessible weekly reading and hands-on 
activities. 

Core Program Pillars: 1) Periodical Magazine Format (bite-sized, hands-on newsprint units) • 2) State & Regional Focus • 3) Primary Source 
Analysis & Artifact Study • 4) Integrated ELA & Social Studies Literacy. 

 

Instructional Unit Core Social Studies Themes & Learning Focus 

  

Geography & Map Skills Spatial Reasoning & Regions: Reading physical and political maps, using latitude/longitude, understanding scale and compass roses, 

and analyzing state and regional physical geography and natural features. 

Indigenous Peoples & 
Early History 

Native Peoples & First Inhabitants: Investigating the diverse Indigenous tribes, cultures, traditions, and resource adaptations native to 
the region prior to European contact. 

Exploration & Early 

Settlement 

Encounters & Colonization: Examining routes and motivations of early European explorers, mission/settlement eras, trade 

relationships, and early colonial developments. 

Statehood & Historic 
Growth 

Path to Statehood: Exploring major historical shifts, pioneers, boundary developments, migration patterns, and landmark events 
leading to statehood and early economic expansion. 

Civics, Government, & 

Citizenship 

Democracy in Action: Understanding the structure of local and state government (executive, legislative, judicial branches), the state 

constitution, and rights/responsibilities of active citizenship. 

State Economy & 
Resources 

Industries & Trade: Studying key regional industries (agriculture, technology, manufacturing, tourism), natural resource management, 
trade networks, and basic financial literacy. 

 
Additionally in Grade 4, our social studies and history curriculum features California Native Peoples and Missions, published by St. Mary's 
Press [cite: 1.1.2, 1.2.1]. Developed in close collaboration with Catholic archdioceses and dioceses across California, this course replaces 
outdated project models with a balanced, historically accurate, and culturally sensitive approach to California's early history [cite: 1.1.2, 1.2.1]. 

Core Program Pillars: 1) Inquiry-Based History & Truth-Telling [cite: 1.1.2, 1.2.1] • 2) Catholic Social Teaching Integration • 3) Uplifting 
Indigenous Voices & Resilience [cite: 1.2.1] • 4) Primary Source Document Analysis [cite: 1.1.2]. 

 

Unit 1: California’s First 

Peoples 

Rich Cultures Before Contact: Explores the diverse Indigenous nations across California's distinct geographic regions [cite: 1.1.2, 

1.2.1, 1.2.2]. Students study environmental stewardship, spiritual traditions, languages, social structures, and cultural heritage prior 
to Spanish arrival [cite: 1.2.1, 1.2.2]. 

Unit 2: Spanish Exploration 

& The Mission Era 

Encounters & Complex Realities: Examines the founding of the 21 California missions, the motivations of Spanish missionaries 

(including St. Junípero Serra), and the profound impacts on Native communities [cite: 1.1.2, 1.1.3]. Investigates daily mission life, 
forced acculturation, European diseases, and cultural shifts [cite: 1.1.2, 1.1.3]. 

Unit 3: Native Perspectives & 
Resilience 

Voices, Adaptation, & Survival: Highlights Indigenous resistance, agency, and cultural preservation [cite: 1.1.3, 1.2.1]. Students 

analyze primary sources from multiple perspectives, examining how California Indians maintained their identity, traditions, and 
faith despite severe hardships [cite: 1.1.2, 1.1.3, 1.2.1]. 

Unit 4: Secularization & 

Legacy Today 

Transition & Ongoing Presence: Covers the Mexican secularization of the missions, ranchos, and the transition into California 

statehood [cite: 1.2.5]. Emphasizes that California Native Peoples are not just a part of the past, but thrive today as sovereign tribal 
nations contributing to our state's culture [cite: 1.2.1]. 



 


