
Kids Discover Social Studies Curriculum Overview 
Inquiry-Based Cross-Curricular Social Studies (Grades K–3 & Grade 5) 

At our school, Social Studies instruction for Grades K–3 and Grade 5 is powered by Kids Discover Social Studies [cite: 1.1.2, 1.1.3]. 

Combining high-interest non-fiction media with cross-curricular literacy [cite: 1.1.2], this program builds conceptual understanding 

across American History, World History, Geography, Civics, and Economics [cite: 1.1.2, 1.1.4]. 

Core Instructional Pillars: 1) Cross-Curricular Non-Fiction Literacy [cite: 1.1.2] • 2) Inquiry-Based Learning & Visual Maps [cite: 

1.1.2] • 3) Multi-Level Differentiated Reading Passages [cite: 1.1.2] • 4) Primary Source & Cultural Exploration [cite: 1.1.3, 1.1.4]. 

 

Primary Social Studies (Kindergarten – Grade 3) 

 

Grade Level Core Social Studies Themes & Learning Focus 

  

Kindergarten Self, Family, & Local Community: Introduces fundamental concepts of citizenship, rules, school and 

neighborhood communities, community helpers/jobs, basic mapping skills, past vs. present concepts, and 

national symbols/flags [cite: 1.1.3, 1.1.5]. 

Grade 1 Communities, Citizenship, & Basic Economics: Expands mapping skills and geography (globes, landforms, 

resources), foundations of government (rules, laws, and leaders), goods and services, and the diverse cultures 

and heritage of the American people [cite: 1.1.3, 1.2.4]. 

Grade 2 Global Cultures, Geography, & Heritage: Explores world cultures and traditions, compares global 

communities, deepens map reading skills, examines local government and historical figures, and investigates 
how resources influence production and consumption [cite: 1.1.3]. 

Grade 3 U.S. Regions, Economics, & Early Civilizations: Focuses on U.S. regional geography and map analysis, 
financial literacy (producers, consumers, saving, and spending), an introduction to Native American history, 

and early world civilizations [cite: 1.1.3]. 

 

Upper Elementary Social Studies (Grade 5) 

 

Grade Level Core Social Studies Themes & Learning Focus 

  

Grade 5 Comprehensive American History & Nation Building: Explores the full narrative of American history, 
including Indigenous cultures, European exploration, early American colonies, the Revolutionary War, the 

founding of the U.S. Constitution, Westward Expansion, the Civil War, and the Civil Rights Movement [cite: 

1.1.3]. 

 

 


