Handwriting Curriculum Overview

Developmental Printing & Cursive Mastery (Grades K-5)

We believe that clear, legible, and fluent handwriting is essential for effective communication and academic confidence. Our handwriting
curriculum combines the developmentally appropriate, multisensory approach of Handwriting Without Tears® for Grades K-4 with the
faith-integrated cursive refinement of Writing Our Catholic Faith for Grade 5 [cite: 7].

Handwriting Without Tears® (Grades K-4) — Learning Without Tears

Handwriting Without Tears® uses a research-based, child-friendly methodology that eliminates confusion and frustration [cite: 7]. By incorporating multisensory
tools, simple visual cues, and a clean double-line ruling system, students build strong motor skills and transition smoothly from print to cursive [cite: 7].

Grade Level & Program | Core Instructional Focus & Skill Development

Kindergarten Capitals, Numbers, & Lowercase Print: Focuses on correct grip, posture, and spatial awareness [cite: 7]. Students learn

Kick Start capital letters using simple stroke sequences (Wood Pieces, Slate Chalkboards), followed by lowercase letters and numerals
Kindergarten / Letters with double-line guides [cite: 7].
and Numbers for K

Grade 1 Print Mastery & Sentence Writing: Reinforces proper letter formations, correct spacing between words, and line

My Printing Book alignment [cite: 7]. Students practice writing full words, simple sentences, and paragraph placement [cite: 7].

Grade 2 Printing Fluency & Review: Focuses on neatness, speed, and automaticity in manuscript writing across all subject areas
Printing Power [cite: 7]. Prepares students for the physical demands of extended writing assignments [cite: 7].

Grade 3 Introduction to Cursive: Begins formal cursive instruction using simple, continuous stroke formations [cite: 7]. Students
Cursive Handwriting learn lowercase connections, cursive capitals, and cursive word-building without confusing loops or flourishes [cite: 7].
Grade 4 Cursive Mastery & Refinement: Advanced cursive practice focusing on connection techniques, sentence building,
Cursive Success paragraph layout, and increasing writing speed for daily classroom activities [cite: 7].

Writing Our Catholic Faith, Grade 5 Cursive — Universal Publishing

Writing Our Catholic Faith: Grade 5 Cursive by Thomas M. Wasylyk pairs advanced cursive fluency with Catholic faith formation [cite: 7]. Bearing the Nihil Obstat
and Imprimatur, it reinforces Catholic doctrine, prayers, and history as students refine their cursive style [cite: 7].

Instructional Focus Key Learning Activities & Catholic Content

Cursive Review & Strokes, Letters, & Numerals: Comprehensive review of basic cursive strokes, uppercase/lowercase letter formations,
Baseline Practice numerals, proper posture, and pencil grip [cite: 7].

Letter Joinings & Special Joining Techniques: Focused instruction on tricky letter connections (e.g., b, o, v, w) to ensure legibility and fluid
Connections writing transitions [cite: 7].

Doctrinal & Prayer Catholic Faith Reinforcement: Practice writing words, sentences, and passages centered on Catholic doctrine,
Copywork Sacraments, the Stations of the Cross, and Church history [cite: 7].

Extended Paragraph Fluency & Speed Development: Longer copywork passages designed to increase writing endurance, speed, and

Writing automaticity in daily classroom work [cite: 7].




