HMH Social Studies Curriculum Overview
Inquiry-Based History, Geography, and Civics Across Middle School (Grades 6-8)

Middle school Social Studies instruction at our school is powered by HMH Social Studies (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt). Designed
around inquiry-based learning, this curriculum empowers students to analyze historical evidence, evaluate multiple
perspectives, connect geographical patterns, and develop critical thinking skills necessary for high school readiness and active
citizenship.

Core Program Pillars: 1) Inquiry Arc & Critical Thinking « 2) Primary Source & Document Analysis « 3) Interactive Maps &
Geographic Literacy « 4) HMIH Ed® Digital Extensions.

Middle School Social Studies Progression (Grades 6-8)

Grade Level | Core Curriculum Focus & Historical Content

Grade 6 World History: Ancient Civilizations: Takes students on a journey through early human history and ancient
civilizations (Mesopotamia, Egypt, Ancient India, Ancient China, Classical Greece, and the Roman Empire).
Students analyze how physical geography, trade, governance, and culture shaped early human developments.

Grade 7 World History: Medieval to Early Modern Times: Examines the transition of global societies from the Middle
Ages to the early modern era. Units cover the Byzantine Empire, Islamic Civilizations, African Kingdoms,
Medieval Europe, the Renaissance, the Reformation, Asian Empires (China & Japan), and early global
exploration networks.

Grade 8 United States History: Growth & Conflict: Explores the narrative of American history from early European
contact and colonial developments through the Revolutionary War, the creation of the U.S. Constitution,
Westward Expansion, the Industrial Revolution, the Civil War, and the Reconstruction Era.




