
August 31, 2026​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 

Faith, Learning, and Community 
Despite the extreme heat, we had a fun, full week of learning at 
SJU!  Our amazing teachers spent valuable time guiding students 
through essential routines and “how-to’s” for a positive start to 
the school year.  Lessons in several classrooms focused on 
building strong hearts and minds, and that having a growth 
mindset when facing new challenges is important to success.  St. 
Joseph School students are definitely created in God’s image.  
 
Thank you to all parents who made it to our Back-to-School 
Night last Wednesday.  Your presence demonstrates a wonderful 
commitment to your child’s education.  Staying actively informed and knowledgeable about your child’s 
classroom, routines, and curriculum is one of the most powerful ways to fuel their academic and personal 
growth.  If you haven’t done so already, make sure to get connected to your child’s classroom through 
Class Dojo so that you don’t miss any important information or reminders.   

 
This Week at SJU 
 

Monday 8/31 Tuesday 9/1 Wednesday 9/2 Thursday 9/3 Friday 9/4 

-Fall sports 
after-school 
practices begin. See 
schedule in email. 

-STAR testing 
window opens  
(thru 9/21/26) 
 

- ”1 o’clock 
Wednesday” 
(dismissal @ 1pm) 

 -All-school Mass @  
8:30 a.m.  
-Flag Assembly @ 
9:45 a.m. 



 
Please Take Note!  

●​ STAR Testing- Students will take the first benchmark assessment in English Language Arts and 
Math for all grade levels K-8 (there are 3 of these assessment periods each year:  Fall, Winter, and 
Spring).  Teachers have until 9/21/26 to have students complete these assessments.  Please 
encourage your child to eat breakfast and have restful nights of sleep to ensure they are feeling 
their best in order to demonstrate all they know about the material presented to them on these 
assessments.   

●​ This Wednesday, 9/2, is our first “1 o’clock Wednesday.”  Students will eat lunch during their school 
day at their usual time.  Make sure if your child is staying for ESC you pack them extra snacks for 
the afternoon.  ESC does not provide snacks. 

●​ Fall sports practices begin this week.  Please see the attached practice schedule for more details.  
Coaches and our athletic director will reach out to families with information on how to stay 
connected with the team and coach. 

●​ Monday, September 7th- NO SCHOOL in observance of Labor Day 
●​ Please complete and turn in the handbook acknowledgement, photo permission, Catholic 

Charities counseling form, and technology forms as soon as possible. 
 
**VOLUNTEER Requirements**  If you wish to/plan on volunteering at any point during the school 
year, for any activity that involves working with students, you MUST complete the diocesan and state 
requirements BEFORE 9/25/26.  A master list of volunteers will be kept in the school office FOR THE 
YEAR once all of the 4 requirements have been verified. The following items must be completed: 

1.​ LiveScan (state requirement)- The form provided to you in your registration packet OR provided 
by the school office is required. This is a one-time only scan, and a fee will be given when 
requesting the LiveScan at any LiveScan facility. 

2.​ Safe Environment Training on CMG Connect (diocesan requirement)- Instructions were 
included in the registration packet and can be emailed/picked up from the school office. Renewed 
annually. Mandated Reporter Training (state requirement)- This has been added to the end of 
the Safe Environ 

3.​ ment Training on CMG Connect.  You will initial an affidavit at the end of the Safe Environment 
Training. 

4.​ Diocesan Volunteer Policy (diocesan requirement) must be signed and on file.  This is a new form 
the diocese is requiring beginning this year for all volunteers. 

We are a Closed Campus   
Parents and families, as we are beginning our sports season and practices are starting up this week, 
please remember that we are a closed campus.  From strictly a place of safety, parents and families are 
not permitted to be inside the gates during after-school sports practices.  Please partner with us in doing 
all we can to maintain a safe environment for our students.  Please see this excerpt below, taken from our 
Parent & Student Handbook, Section III: 
 
 



   School Visitors & Volunteers 
St. Joseph School is a closed campus. For the safety of all students, other than school 
personnel and authorized visitors, no one is allowed on the campus at any time without the 
explicit permission of the school administration. This applies to being on campus during 
regular school hours, as well as before-school and after-school programs and/or activities. 
Parents must adhere to dismissal procedures of all school activities at all times. This 
includes–but is not limited to, waiting outside the school gates for staff/coaches/leaders to 
dismiss students from clubs/sports/scouts. Parents are not to gather or wait on campus 
(inside our gates) at any time. 

P.T.G. Corner 
★​ Football Mania tickets are still available in the school office. 50% of sales will go towards your 

fundraising obligation. 
★​ The Otis Spunkmeyer fundraiser runs through 9/11/26.  Get your orders in by that date!  40% of 

sales will go towards your fundraising obligation. 

 


