
Exercises in English® Grammar Overview (Loyola Press) 

Building Strong Communication, Mechanics, and Language Mastery Across Grades 3–8 

Designed as a rigorous, spiral grammar curriculum, this program provides targeted practice in Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics (G.U.M.). 

Core Program Pillars: 1) Spiral Learning Architecture (revisiting and expanding concepts annually) • 2) Sentence Diagramming & Visual Analysis 

• 3) Cross-Curricular Science & History Contexts • 4) Character Education & Ethics Integration. 

Intermediate Grades (Grade 3 – Grade 5) 

 

Grade 

Level 

Program 

Level 

Core Grammar, Mechanics, & Usage Focus 

  

Grade 3 Level C Foundations of Sentence Structure & Parts of Speech: Establishes basic sentence mechanics (declarative, 

interrogative, imperative, exclamatory), fundamental parts of speech (nouns, verbs, pronouns, adjectives, 

adverbs), simple capitalization, and end punctuation. Introduces basic sentence diagramming to visualize 

subject-verb connections. 

Grade 4 Level D Expanding Parts of Speech & Punctuation Rules: Introduces prepositions, conjunctions, interjections, and 

possessive nouns. Expands mechanics to include commas in series, quotation marks for dialogue, and 

apostrophes in contractions and possessives. Practice exercises incorporate grade-level social studies and 

science topics. 

Grade 5 Level E Mastering Clause Structures & Usage Precision: Focuses on subject-verb agreement, irregular verb tenses, 

and distinguishing between simple, compound, and complex sentences. Deepens mechanics through semi-

colons, direct address punctuation, and advanced sentence diagramming (modifiers and prepositional 

phrases). 

Middle School Grades (Grade 6 – Grade 8) 

 

Grade 

Level 

Program 

Level 

Core Grammar, Mechanics, & Usage Focus 

  

Grade 6 Level F Advanced Syntax & Verb Nuances: Focuses on active vs. passive voice, verb moods, transitive/intransitive 

verbs, and pronoun-antecedent agreement. Advanced diagramming covers compound structures and 

direct/indirect objects to refine clarity in student writing. 

Grade 7 Level G Complex Phrases, Verbals, & Mechanics Mastery: Deepens understanding of verbals (participles, gerunds, 

infinitives) and appositive/adjective/adverb clauses. Refines mechanics including hyphens, dashes, colons, 

italics, and complex punctuation in academic citations and context. 

Grade 8 Level H Rhetorical Precision & High School Readiness: Master-level application of grammar for effective writing 

style and rhetoric. Emphasizes eliminating common errors (dangling modifiers, fragments, run-ons), advanced 

multi-clause sentence diagramming, and comprehensive mechanics mastery for high school preparation. 



 


