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August 25, 2025

Dear St. Joseph School Families,

The first week of school has been absolutely joyful! Fr. Alex and Fr. Freddy
walked through our classrooms on the first day of school to bless the students,
staff, and school buildings. Our fabulous student council members led tours for
our new students and helped them feel welcomed and comfortable. Teachers
enjoyed the fruits of their hard labor with beautiful and inviting classrooms to
welcome the smiling faces of our excited students. Our PTG and School Board
held meetings to prepare for all the ways they will support the school this
upcoming school year. Lastly, the efforts of many parents and families enabled
us to have a clean campus to return to. There’s no doubt that we are blessed
BEYOND MEASURE at St. Joseph School!
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Birthday Book Club

| We are excited to give our families the opportunity to
celebrate their child’s birthday by participating in the
Birthday Book Program at St. Joseph School! Through this
program, you can make a donation to purchase a NEW
book in honor of your child’s birthday! That book will
become part of our school library.

r
avcusT 28TH

4™ GRaDE 6:00PM
5™ GRaDe 6:30PM
6™ GRaDe 7:00PM

Look for the Birthday Book Program form from your child’s teacher at the beginning of your child’s birthday month,
or in the school office lobby. Use the form to either suggest the title of a book your child would like to see added to
the library, or they may have one chosen for them by a teacher. Once you've completed the form, send it in with the
$20 donation, and we will handle the rest! Each donated book will also receive a special bookplate inside,
recognizing the child who donated the book. Students who donate a book will be given the opportunity to be the
first student to check out the book and see their special bookplate inside! We hope many students are able to



participate so that our SJU library collection grows as our students do! This is such a meaningful way for your child
to leave a lasting mark on our school while promoting a love of reading in the school community.

Help us Welcome Our New Staff Members!/

e Tricia Peterson is our new Teacher’s Aide in 4th grade. She began last year as a substitute teacher for us, but
was excited to transition to this new role! She taught 4th grade at a Catholic school in Texas before moving
back to California. One fun fact about Mrs. Peterson: she is an SJU alum! She is really enjoying being back
on her old stomping grounds, and is amazed at how the school has grown and changed over the years. Please
make sure to say hello and introduce yourself to Mrs. Peterson when you see her!

e  Paula Barrett worked for us as a substitute teacher a couple years ago, and she is so enthusiastic about being
back and rejoining our staff as our 1st grade Teacher’s Aide! She loves to spend time with her two
college-aged children, Abigail and Andrew, but is already loving working with the first graders alongside Mrs.
Fitz and Mrs. Sandoval. You will also see her every morning during before-school ESC. Make sure to stop in
and introduce yourself to her if you get the chance!

e  Abigail Solorio joined our ESC staff at the end of last school year, and is thrilled to be back to start off the
school year with us! She is a member of our St. Joseph Parish, and absolutely loves working with kids. We
are thankful to have Ms. Abby’s enthusiasm and confidence as she helps keep our ESC program going strong!
Be sure to give a warm “welcome back” to Ms. Abby the next time you see her!

Two of our former staff members—who also happen to be SJU alumni, have left to pursue the completion of their
teaching credentials. We wish the best of luck to Esteban Arroyo, and Amanda Aguirre. There is no doubt in our
minds that they will become amazing teachers in the future!

Coaches Needed!

Our volleyball and football teams in grades 5-8 are getting ready to begin practices...but we are

still in need of 2 coaches! Currently, we don’t have a coach for our 5th grade girls volleyball team,

or our 5th and 6th grade(JV.) boys football team. If we don’t get coaches soon, we will not be able
to create those teams. Please consider volunteering to lead and teach these young athletes, while earning your PIP
hours! Call the office A.S.AP. if you are interested in coaching. Thank you!

Football and Volleyball Practices Starting Soon!

Practices for our football and volleyball teams will begin the week of September 2nd (9/1 is Labor
Day and there will be no school that day). Here are the days and times for practices for the teams
listed:

Varsity Boys Football (grades 7 & 8): Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, 3:15-5:00 p.m.

8th Grade Girls Volleyball, and 6th Grade Girls Volleyball: Mondays & Wednesdays, 3:15-5:00 p.m.
7th Grade Girls Volleyball: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 3:15 - 5:00 p.m.

**CALENDAR CHANGE**
The diocese has changed the professional development date from 10/27/25 to 10/20/25.
This is a no-school day for students.



Mark your Calendars for our SJU’s 70th Birthday Party!
Saturday, November 15th starting at 12:30
P.M.

Our theme for the year, “70 Years of Light - A
Legacy of Faith, Learning, & Service,” reminds us
of the light of Christ that has shone through our
school community since its founding by the
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must do one of the following: | SPECTACULAR

1. Sign him/her into before-school ESC in the
library ($7 charge). You have to walk your
child in, as well as sign him/her in.

2. Wait outside with your child until the
pedestrian gate is opened at 7:30 am. Your

child can then walk in and be supervised in
the pavilion by school staff,

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in working with us to keep students safe.

**SCHOOL VOLUNTEER REQUIREMENTS**

If you wish to/plan on volunteering at any point during the school year, for any activity that involves working with
students, you MUST complete the diocesan and state requirements BEFORE 9/26/25. A master list of volunteers will
be created and kept in the school office FOR THE YEAR once both requirements have been verified. It is
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e LiveScan- The form provided to you in your registration packet OR provided by the school office is required.
This is a one-time only scan, and a fee will be assessed when requesting the LiveScan at any LiveScan facility.

e Safe Environment Training on CMG Connect- Instructions were included in the registration packet and can
be emailed/picked up from the school office.



